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Meaningand references on Thagalayn

The holy prophet has been narrated at several occasions to have repeatedly stated the
importance of the two heavy (i.e. important) things (Thagalayn) that must be followed after his
death in order not to stray away from the truth. This short document provides the occasions and
the sources.

Note that the narrations are PawaturQmeaning that they have been stated by different narrators,
adding to the weight of its authenticity. Also, the chains of narrators are considered as PhigahQor
confirmed of their trustworthiness and reliability.

The listed sources include works of revered personalities in the Sunni school of thought.

AtO! OA £A O

. e .. .o O A o . AR - L - =
B3 40F ag ke g oAl ade @ Lo 1 Tpy ST UG BN E o ol o
1.2g e RPN T TR . <

o Of b (B0 )G 1 0 T 1 Ul Bingld Lllaind slguadl| s A2
g a3y A oS ks o

....Jabir ibn "Abd Allah said: "I saw the Messenger of Allah - upon whom be God's peace and benedictions
- in the course of his hajj pilgrimage on the day of "Arafah. The Prophet (S) was seated on his camel, al-
Qaswa', and was delivering a sermon. | heard him say: 'O people, | am leaving among you that which if

you hold on to you shall never go astray: the Book of Allah and my kindred, my household." - AlTirmidhi
in his Sunan (v, 662, no. 3786)

Other sources:
1. alHafiz Ibn Abi Shaybah, as in Kanz alummal(1lst ed.), i, 48;
2. al'Uqayliin alDu afa’ aKabir,ii, 250;
3. alHakim alTirmidhi, Nawadir at'usul,68, 50th asl;
4. alTabarani, alMu’jam akabir, iii, 63, no. 2679;

5. alKhatib, alMuttafig wa amuftariq, cf. Kanz alummal,i, 48 and Majma’ akawa'id,v, 195; ix,
163, x, 363, 268;

6. alBaghawi, al-Masabihi,ii, 206;
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Ibn al'Athir, Jami” dlusul,i, 277, no. 65;

al-Rafi’i, alTadwin, ii, 264 (in the biographical account of Ahmad ibn Mihran alQattan; this hadith
has been deleted in the Indian print, but is present in the manuscripts of the book ! );

alMizzi, Tahdhib dkamal,x, 51, and Tuhfat alashraf,ii, 278, no. 2615;
alQadi alBaydawi, Tuhfat alashraf;

alKkhwarazmi, Maqgtal aHusayn (A)i, 144;

alKhatib alTabrizi, Mishkat amasabihjii, 258;

Ibn Kathir, Tafsir(Bulaq edition, on the margin of Fath abayan),ix, 115;
al-Zarandi, Nazm atlurar akimtayn,232;

alMagrizi, Ma’rifat ma yajib li Al @ayt aNabawi,38.

At Ghadir Khumm
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AlINasa'i narrates from Muhammad ibn alMuthanna, he from Yahya ibn Hammad, from Abu 'Uwwanah,
from Sulayman, from Habib ibn Abi Thabit, from Abu alTufayl, from Zayd ibn Argam, who said, "When
the Messenger of Allah (A) returned from the last hajj and came down at Ghadir Khumm....

"Then he declared: 'l am about to answer the call (of death). Verily, | have left two precious things
(thagalayn)among you, one of which is greater than the other: the Book of God and my "ltrah, my Ahl
alBayt.So watch out how you treat them after me. For, indeed, they will never separate until they
return to me by the side of the Pond.' Then he said, 'Verily, God is my master (mawlaya)and | am the
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wali of every believer.' Then he took "Ali's hand and declared, 'To whomever | amvindi, this one is
also hiswali. My God, befriend whoever befriends him and be hostile to whoever is hostile to him."
Abu alTufayl says: "l said to Zayd, 'Did you hear it from the Prophet(S)?' He replied, 'There was no one in
the caravan who did not see it with his eyes and hear it with his ears,™ - AINasa'i in his alSunan al-
kubra, 96, No. 79

Other Sources
1. Al-Bukhari, alTa'rikh akabir,iii, 96;
2. Muslim, Sahih, bab fada'il "Alno. 2408;
3. Ahmad, Musnad,iii, 17, iv, 366;
4. “Abd ibn Humayd, Musnad,no. 265;
5. IbnSa'd, and
6. Abu Ya'lafrom Abu Sa’id, as mentioned in Jam” ghwami'and Kanz alummal;

7. Ishaqibn Rahwayh, in his Sahih. as mentioned by Ibn Hajar in alMatalib alaliyah,iv, 65, no.
1873, where he states that its isnad is sahirgnd also by al-Busayri in Ithaf alsadah(MS in
Topcopi Library, vol. 3, F.55b) who, too, considers the isnadas sahih;

8. Ibn Khuzaymah, Sahih MS in Topcopi Library, F.240;

9. alDarimi, Sunaniji, 310, no. 2319;

10. Abu Dawud, Sunanas mentioned in Sibt ibn allawzi, Tadhkirat khawass ammah,322;
11. Abu 'Uwwanah, Musnad,as mentioned in alShaykhani, alSirat akawi;

12. alBazzaz, from Umm Hani, as mentioned in Wasilat aima'al;

13. Ibn Abi 'Asim, KitabalSunnah£29, no. 1551, 630, no. 1555, 629, no. 1551,

14. alYa'qubi, Ta'rikh,ii, 112;

15. alBaladhuri, Ansab dbshraf,110, no. 48, the biographical account of "Ali (A);

16. alHafiz alHasan ibn Sufyan alNasawi, the author of Musnad,from Hudhayfah ibn Usayd, as
mentioned by Abu Nu'aym, alHilyah,i, 355,

17. alFasawi, alMa’rifah wa ata'rikh, i, 536;

18. Ibn Jarir alTabari, from Hudhayfah ibn Usayd, Zayd ibn Argam (with alNasa'i's wording as well as
with the wording of Muslim), Abu Sa’id alKhudri, as cited in Jam™ gawami',ii, 357, 395, Kanz &l
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20.
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34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

‘ummal,12911, xiii, 36441, 36340, 37620, 37621, 36341, Jami" al'ahadith, vii, 14523, 15112,
15122, 15113, iv, 7773, 8072, 8073,;

alDulabi, alDhurriyyat aahirah, no. 228;

alHafiz alTahawi, Mushkil al ‘atharji, 307, iv, 368;

alHakim alTirmidhi, Nawadir at'usul from Hudhayfah ibn Usayd;

alTabarani, alMu'jam akabir,iii, 2679, 2681, 2683, 3052, v, 4969, 4970, 4971, 4986, 5026, 5028;

alHakim, alMustadrak “ala &ahihayniii, 109, 110 where he expressly states, as mentioned
above, that the tradition is sahihin accordance with the criteria of alBukhari and Muslim; al-
Dhahabi has confirmed his judgement;

Abu Nu'aym, Hilyat alawliya', i, 355, ix, 64;
alBayhagqi, alSunaralkubra,ii, 148, vii, 30, x, 114;
alkhatib, Ta'rikh Baghdadiii, 442;

Ibn alMaghazili, Managib Amir diAu'minin (A), 23;

Ibn “Asakir, Ta'rikh Dimashgj, 45, no. 547, the biographical account of "Ali (A), and v, 436 of
Badran's edition in the biographical account of Zayd ibn Argam;

alBaghawi, Masabih aBunnahiji, 205 and Sharh a@sunnahMS in Topcopi Libary, vol. 2, F. 718),
bab Managib Ahl &ayt;

Ibn al'Athir, Usd agghabah,iii, 92 in the biographical account of 'Amir ibn Layla, no. 2727;
Ibn Hajar, al'lsabahin the biographical account of ‘Amir;

al-Mizzi, Tuhafat alashraf,iii, 203, no. 3688 from Muslim and alNasa'i;

alDiya' alMugaddisi, alMukhtarah,as cited by alSamhudi and alSakhawi;

Ibn Taymiyyah, Minhaj aSunnahijv, 85;

al-Dhahabi, Talkhis dllustadrak,iii, 109;

Ibn Kathir, alBidayah wa alihayah,v, 209, vi, 199, from alNasa'i, where he quotes alNasa'i's
statement that this narration is sahih;

alkhazin, Tafsirunder verses 42:23 and 3:103;
alMulla, Wasdlat almuta’abbidin,v, 199;

al-Haythami, Majma’ akawa'id,ix, 163 from Zayd, 164 from Hudhayfah.
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In the Mosque of Madina
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...Itis narrated that he (i.e. the Prophet)pon whom be peacesaid in the last sermon that he delivered
during his illness: "O people, | leave behind two precious tftimagalayn)amongst you...: the Book of

God- which is a rop between Him and you, whose one end is in His hand and whose other end is in your
hands so act according to immuhkamatand believe in itmutashabihat,consider as lawful that which it
regards as lawful and consider as forbidden that which it regasdslawful and my’Itrah and myAhl
alBayt,who are the seconthagl. So don't outstrip thenffa la tasbiquhum }or then you shall perish:"

Ibn “Atiyyah in the introduction of his tafsir, alMuharrar alwajiz, i, 34

Other Sources

1. Abu Hayyan in higfsir, aBahr aimubhit, i, 12 (with identical wording, except that in a published
version of it there ifa la tasubbuhumi.e. so don't curse them, insteadfafla tasbiquhurrm)

2. lbn HajaralSawa’iq ahuhrigah,75, 136;

3. Yahya ibn BHasan Akhbar aMadinahwith hisisnadfrom Jabir, as cited iManabi’ ahawaddah,
40.

In the Prophet® chamberbefore his
Death
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The Messenger of Allah (S) said during his last illness: "Soon | am going to pass away and |
have extended to you my plea of excuse. Lo, verily | leave behind amongst you two precious
things: the Book of Allah , the Almighty and the Glorious, and my kindred (‘ltrah)." Then he took
“Ali's hand and raised it, saying, "This "Ali is with the Qur'an and the Qur'an is with "Ali. The two
will not separate until they return to me by the Pond. Then | will ask the two as to how they were
treated after me." - Ibn Abi Shaybah, as cited by Al'lsami in Simt alnujum al'awali, ii, 502, no.
136

Other Sources
1. alBazzazMusnad,as mentioned ifKashf dhstar,iii, 221, no. 2612;

2. Muhammad ibn Ja'far Rlazzaz, from Umm Salamah (where she is explicit that the Prophet [S]
made this pronouncement in hisamber which was filled by the Companions), as cited in
Wasilat amma'al;

3. AlAzhari,Tahdhib dlughah,ix, 78;
4. alKhatib aKhwarazmiMagqgtal aHusayn(A), i, 164, from Ibn "Abbas;

5. Ibn HajaralSawa’iq ahuhrigah,89, from Umm Salamah.

Note: The narration of Ghadir Khumm is one of the principal reasons given by the Shia Ithna Asheri
school of thought on their basis of belief in Ali Ibn Abu Talib (A.S) as the immediate successor of
leadership of the Muslim Community after the death of the Holy Prophet.
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